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Epistle of Peter to James
Peter to James, the lord and bishop of the holy Church, under the Father of all, through Jesus Christ,
wishes peace always.
[ch. 1] Knowing, my brother, your eager desire after that which is for the advantage of us all, I beg
and beseech you not to communicate to any one of the Gentiles the books of my preachings which I sent
to you, nor to any one of our own tribe before trial. But if any one has been proved and found worthy,
then to commit them to him, after the manner in which Moses delivered his books to the Seventy who
succeeded to his chair. Wherefore also the fruit of that caution appears even till now. For his countrymen
keep the same rule of monarchy and polity everywhere, being unable in any way to think otherwise, or to
be led out of the way of the much-indicating Scriptures. For, according to the rule delivered to them, they
endeavour to correct the discordances of the Scriptures, if any one, haply not knowing the traditions, is
confounded at the various utterances of the prophets. Wherefore they charge no one to teach, unless he
has first learned how the Scriptures must be used. And thus they have amongst them one God, one law,
one hope.
[ch. 2] In order, therefore, that the like may also happen to those among us as to these Seventy, give
the books of my preachings to our brethren, with the like mystery of initiation, that they may indoctrinate
those who wish to take part in teaching. For if it be not so done, our word of truth will be rent into many
opinions. And this I know, not as being a prophet, but as already seeing the beginning of this very evil.
For some from among the Gentiles have rejected my legal preaching, attaching themselves to certain
lawless and trifling preaching of the man who is my enemy. And these things some have attempted while
I am still alive, to transform my words by certain various interpretations, in order to the dissolution of the
law; as though I also myself were of such a mind, but did not freely proclaim it, which God forbid! For
such a thing were to act in opposition to the law of God which was spoken by Moses, and was borne
witness to by our Lord in respect of its eternal continuance; for thus he spoke: “The heavens and the earth
shall pass away, but one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law.” And this He has said, that all
things might come to pass. But these men, professing, I know not how, to know my mind, undertake to
explain my words, which they have heard of me, more intelligently than I who spoke them, telling their
catechumens that this is my meaning, which indeed I never thought of. But if, while I am still alive, they
dare thus to misrepresent me, how much more will those who shall come after me dare to do so!
[ch. 3] Therefore, that no such thing may happen, for this end I have prayed and besought you not to
communicate the books of my preaching which I have sent you to any one, whether of our own nation or
of another nation, before trial; but if any one, having been tested, has been found worthy, then to hand
them over to him, according to the initiation of Moses, by which he delivered his books to the Seventy
who succeeded to his chair; in order that thus they may keep the faith, and everywhere deliver the rule of
truth, explaining all things after our tradition; lest being themselves dragged down by ignorance, being
drawn into error by conjectures after their mind, they bring others into the like pit of destruction. Now
the things that seemed good to me, I have fairly pointed out to you; and what seems good to you, do you,
my lord, becomingly perform. Farewell.
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[ch. 4] 1. Therefore James, having read the epistle, sent for the elders; and having read it to them,
said: “Our Peter has strictly and becomingly charged us concerning the establishing of the truth, that we
should not communicate the books of his preachings, which have been sent to us, to any one at random,
but to one who is good and religious, and who wishes to teach, and who is circumcised, and faithful. And
these are not all to be committed to him at once; that, if he be found injudicious in the first, the others
may not be entrusted to him. Wherefore let him be proved not less than six years. And then according to
the initiation of Moses, he that is to deliver the books should bring him to a river or a fountain, which is
living water, where the regeneration of the righteous takes place, and should make him, not swear--for
that is not lawful--but to stand by the water and adjure, as we ourselves, when we were re-generated, were
made to do for the sake of not sinning.” 2. And let him say: ‘I take to witness heaven, earth, water, in
which all things are comprehended, and in addition to all these, that air also which pervades all things,
and without which I cannot breathe, that I shall always be obedient to him who gives me the books of the
preachings; and those same books which he may give me, I shall not communicate to any one in any way,
either by writing them, or giving them in writing, or giving them to a writer, either myself or by another,
or through any other initiation, or trick, or method, or by keeping them carelessly, or placing them before
any one, or granting him permission to see them, or in any way or manner whatsoever communicating
them to another; unless I shall ascertain one to be worthy, as I myself have been judged, or even more so,
and that after a probation of not less than six years; but to one who is religious and good, chosen to teach,
as I have received them, so I will commit them, doing these things also according to the will of my
bishop.’ 3. ‘But otherwise, though he were my son or my brother, or my friend, or otherwise in any way
pertaining to me by kindred, if he be unworthy, that I will not vouchsafe the favour to him, as is not meet;
and I shall neither be terrified by plot nor mollified by gifts. But if even it should ever seem to me that the
books of the preachings given to me are not true, I shall not so communicate them, but shall give them
back. And when I go abroad, I shall carry them with me, whatever of them I happen to possess. But if I
be not minded to carry them about with me, I shall not suffer them to be in my house, but shall deposit
them with my bishop, having the same faith, and setting out from the same persons as myself. But if it
befall me to be sick, and in expectation of death, and if I be childless, I shall act in the same manner. But
if I die having a son who is not worthy, or not yet capable, I shall act in the same manner. For I shall
deposit them with my bishop, in order that if my son, when he grows up, be worthy of the trust, he may
give them to him as his father’s bequest, according to the terms of this engagement.” 4. ‘And that I shall
thus do, I again call to witness heaven, earth, water, in which all things are enveloped, and in addition to
all these, the all-pervading air, without which I cannot breathe, that I shall always be obedient to him who
gives me these books of the preachings, and shall observe in all things as I have engaged, or even
something more. To me, therefore, keeping this covenant, there shall be a part with the holy ones; but to
me doing anything contrary to what I have covenanted, may the universe be hostile to me, and the allpervading ether, and the God who is over all, to whom none is superior, than whom none is greater. But if
even I should come to the acknowledgment of another God, I now swear by him also, be he or be he not,
that I shall not do otherwise. And in addition to all these things, if I shall lie, I shall be accursed living and
dying, and shall be punished with everlasting punishment. “And after this, let him partake of bread and
salt with him who commits them to him.”
[ch. 5] James having thus spoken, the elders were in an agony of terror. Therefore James, perceiving
that they were greatly afraid, said: “Hear me, brethren and fellow-servants. If we should give the books to
all indiscriminately, and they should be corrupted by any daring men, or be perverted by interpretations,
as you have heard that some have already done, it will remain even for those who really seek the truth,
always to wander in error. Wherefore it is better that they should be with us, and that we should
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communicate them with all the fore-mentioned care to those who wish to live piously, and to save others.
But if any one, after taking this adjuration, shall act otherwise, he shall with good reason incur eternal
punishment. For why should not he who is the cause of the destruction of others not be destroyed
himself?” The elders, therefore, being pleased with the sentiments of James exclaimed, “Blessed be He
who, as foreseeing all things, has graciously appointed thee as our bishop;” and when they had said this,
we all rose up, and prayed to the Father and God of all, to whom be glory for ever. Amen.
————–
Homily 17
[ch. 1] The next day, therefore, as Peter was to hold a discussion with Simon, he rose earlier than usual
and prayed. On ceasing to pray, Zacchaeus came in, and said: “Simon is seated without, discoursing with
about thirty of his own special followers.” And Peter said: “Let him talk until the multitude assemble, and
then let us begin the discussion in the following way. We shall hear all that has been said by him, and
having fitted our reply to this, we shall go out and discourse.” And assuredly so it happened. Zacchaeus,
therefore, went out, and not long after entered again, and communicated to Peter the discourse delivered
by Simon against him.
[ch. 2] Now he said: “He accuses you, Peter, of being the servant of wickedness, of having great
power in magic, and as charming the souls of men in a way worse than idolatry. To prove that you are a
magician, he seemed to me to adduce the following evidence, saying: ‘I am conscious of this, that when I
come to hold a discussion with him, I do not remember a single word of what I have been meditating on
by myself. For while he is discoursing, and my mind is engaged in recollecting what it is that I thought of
saying on coming to a conference with him, I do not hear anything whatsoever of what he is saying. Now,
since I do not experience this in the presence of any other than in his alone, is it not plain that I am under
the influence of his magic? And as to his doctrines being worse than those of idolatry, I can make that
quite clear to any one who has understanding. For there is no other benefit than this, that the soul should
be freed from images of every kind. For when the soul brings an image before its eye, it is bound by fear,
and it pines away through anxiety lest it should suffer some calamity; and being altered, it falls under the
influence of a demon; and being under his influence, it seems to the mass to be wise.
. . . [omitted material chapters 3-12]
[ch. 13] Simon, on hearing this, interrupted him, and said: “I know against whom you are making
these remarks; but in order that I may not spend any time in discussing subjects which I do not wish to
discuss, repeating the same statements to refute you, reply to that which is concisely stated by us. You
professed that you had well understood the doctrines and deeds of your teacher because you saw them
before you with your own eyes, and heard them with your own ears, and that it is not possible for any
other to have anything similar by vision or apparition. But I shall show that this is false. He who hears any
one with his own ears, is not altogether fully assured of the truth of what is said; for his mind has to
consider whether he is wrong or not, inasmuch as he is a man as far as appearance goes. But apparition
not merely presents an object to view, but inspires him who sees it with confidence, for it comes from
God. Now reply first to this.”
[ch. 14] And Peter said: “You proposed to speak to one point, you replied to another. For your
proposition was, that one is better able to know more fully, and to attain confidence, when he hears in
consequence of an apparition, than when he hears with his own ears; but when you set about the matter,
you were for persuading us that he who hears through an apparition is surer than he who hears with his
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own ears. Finally, you alleged that, on this account, you knew more satisfactorily the doctrines of Jesus
than I do, because you heard His words through an apparition. But I shall reply to the proposition you
made at the beginning. The prophet, because he is a prophet, having first given certain information with
regard to what is objectively said by him, is believed with confidence; and being known beforehand to be
a true prophet, and being examined and questioned as the disciple wishes, he replies: But he who trusts to
apparition or vision and dream is insecure. For he does not know to whom he is trusting. For it is possible
either that he may be an evil demon or a deceptive spirit, pretending in his speeches to be what he is not.
But if any one should wish to inquire of him who he is who has appeared, he can say to himself whatever
he likes. And thus, gleaming forth like a wicked one, and remaining as long as he likes, he is at length
extinguished, not remaining with the questioner so long as he wished him to do for the purpose of
consulting him. For any one that sees by means of dreams cannot inquire about whatever he may wish.
For reflection is not in the special power of one who is asleep. Hence we, desiring to have information in
regard to something in our waking hours, inquire about something else in our dreams; or without
inquiring, we hear about matters that do not concern us, and awaking from sleep we are dispirited because
we have neither heard nor inquired about those matters which we were eager to know.”
[ch. 15] And Simon said: “If you maintain that apparitions do not always reveal the truth, yet for all
that, visions and dreams, being God-sent, do not speak falsely in regard to those matters which they wish
to tell.” And Peter said: “You were right in saying that, being God-sent, they do not speak falsely. But it is
uncertain if he who sees has seen a God-sent dream.” And Simon said: “If he who has had the vision is
just, he has seen a true vision.” And Peter said: “You were right. But who is just, if he stands in need of a
vision that he may learn what he ought to learn, and do what he ought to do? “And Simon said: “Grant me
this, that the just man alone can see a true vision, and I shall then reply to that other point. For I have
come to the conclusion that an impious man does not see a true dream.” And Peter said: “This is false;
and I can prove it both apart from Scripture and by Scripture; but I do not undertake to persuade you. For
the man who is inclined to fall in love with a bad woman, does not change his mind so as to care for a
lawful union with another woman in every respect good; but sometimes they love the worse woman
through prepossessions, though they are conscious that there is another who is more excellent. And you
are ignorant, in consequence of some such state of mind.” And Simon said: “Dismiss this subject, and
discuss the matter on which you promised to speak. For it seems to me impossible that impious men
should receive dreams from God in any way whatever.”
[ch. 16] And Peter said: “I remember that I promised to prove this point, and to give my proofs in
regard to it from Scripture and apart from Scripture. And now listen to what I say. We know that there
are many (if you will pardon me the statement; and if you don’t, I can appeal to those who are present as
judges) who worship idols, commit adultery, and sin in every way, and yet they see true visions and
dreams, and some of them have also apparitions of demons. For I maintain that the eyes of mortals
cannot see the incorporeal form of the Father or Son, because it is illumined by exceeding great light.
Wherefore it is not because God envies, but because He pities, that He cannot be seen by man who has
been turned into flesh. For he who sees God cannot live. For the excess of light dissolves the flesh of him
who sees; unless by the secret power of God the flesh be changed into the nature of light, so that it can
see light, or the substance of light be changed into flesh, so that it can be seen by flesh. For the power to
see the Father, without undergoing any change, belongs to the Son alone. But the just shall also in like
manner behold God; for in the resurrection of the dead, when they have been changed, as far as their
bodies are concerned, into light, and become like the angels, they shall be able to see Him. Finally, then,
if any angel be sent that he may he seen by a man, he is changed into flesh, that he may be able to be seen
by flesh. For no one can see the incorporeal power not only of the Son, but not even of an angel. But if
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one sees an apparition, he should know that this is the apparition of an evil demon.
[ch. 17] “But it is manifest that the impious see true visions and dreams, and I can prove it from
Scripture. Finally, then, it is written in the law, how Abimelech, who was impious, wished to defile the
wife of just Abraham by intercourse, and how he heard the commandment from God in his sleep, as the
Scripture says, not to touch her, because she was dwelling with her husband. Pharaoh, also an impious
man, saw a dream in regard to the fulness and thinness of the ears of corn, to whom Joseph said, when he
gave the interpretation, that the dream had come from God. Nebuchadnezzar, who worshipped images,
and ordered those who worshipped God to be cast into fire, saw a dream extending over the whole age of
the world. And let no one say, ‘No one who is impious sees a vision when awake. ‘That is false.
Nebuchadnezzar himself, having ordered three men to be cast into fire, saw a fourth when he looked into
the furnace, and said, ‘I see the fourth as the Son of God. ‘ And nevertheless, though they saw apparitions,
visions, and dreams, they were impious. Thus, we cannot infer with absolute certainty that the man who
has seen visions, and dreams, and apparitions, is undoubtedly pious. For in the case of the pious man, the
truth gushes up natural and pure in his mind, not worked up through dreams, but granted to the good
through intelligence.
[ch. 18] “Thus to me also was the Son revealed by the Father. Wherefore I know what is the meaning
of revelation, having learned it in my own case. For at the very time when the Lord said, ‘Who do they say
that I am? ’ and when I heard one saying one thing of Him, and another another, it came into my heart to
say (and I know not, therefore, how I said it), ‘Thou art the Son of the living God.’ But He, pronouncing
me blessed, pointed out to me that it was the Father who had revealed it to me; and from this time I
learned that revelation is knowledge gained without instruction, and without apparition and dreams. And
this is indeed the case. For in the soul which has been placed in us by God, there is all the truth; but it is
covered and revealed by the hand of God, who works so far as each one through his knowledge deserves.
But the declaration of anything by means of apparitions and dreams from without is a proof, not that it
comes from revelation, but from wrath. Finally, then, it is written in the law, that God, being angry, said
to Aaron and Miriam, ‘If a prophet arise from amongst you, I shall make myself known to him through
visions and dreams, but not so as to my servant Moses; because I shall speak to him in an outward
appearance, and not through dreams, just as one will speak to his own friend.'You see how the statements
of wrath are made through visions and dreams, but the statements to a friend are made face to face, in
outward appearance, and not through riddles and visions and dreams, as to an enemy.
[ch. 19] “If, then, our Jesus appeared to you in a vision, made Himself known to you, and spoke to
you, it was as one who is enraged with an adversary; and this is the reason why it was through visions and
dreams, or through revelations that were from without, that He spoke to you. But can any one be rendered
fit for instruction through apparitions? And if you will say, ‘It is possible,’ then I ask, ‘Why did our
teacher abide and discourse a whole year to those who were awake? ’And how are we to believe your
word, when you tell us that He appeared to you? And how did He appear to you, when you entertain
opinions contrary to His teaching? But if you were seen and taught by Him, and became His apostle for a
single hour, proclaim His utterances, interpret His sayings, love His apostles, contend not with me who
companied with Him. For in direct opposition to me, who am a firm rock, the foundation of the Church,
you now stand. If you were not opposed to me, you would not accuse me, and revile the truth proclaimed
by me, in order that I may not be believed when I state what I myself have heard with my own ears from
the Lord, as if I were evidently a person that was condemned and in bad repute. But if you say that I am
condemned, you bring an accusation against God, who revealed the Christ to me, and you inveigh against
Him who pronounced me blessed on account of the revelation. But if, indeed, you really wish to work in
the cause of truth, learn first of all from us what we have learned from Him, and, becoming a disciple of
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the truth, become a fellow-worker with us.”
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