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-9Therefore God‘exalted him tothe highest place

and‘gave him-the. name that is'above every name,
10 that at the name of Iesus every knee should bow,

in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
11 and every tongue acknowledge that Iesus Christ1s
‚: Lord,
tothe glory of God the Father.
Do Everything Without Crumb/ing
12 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed— not only

in my presence, but now much more in my absence — continue to work
out your salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who works in

you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose.
14Doeverything without grumbling or arguing,‘ 15 so thatyou mayhecome blameless and pure, ”children of God without fault'1n a warped

Paul's
"autobiographical"
passages
ethnic
identifications
and crooked
generation.”a Then you
will shine and
among
them like
stars in
the sky 16 as you hold firmly to the word of life. And then I will be able t0

boast on the day of Christ that I did not run or labor in-vain. 17But even

if I am being poured out like a drink offering on the sacrifice and service
coming from your faith, I am glad and rejoice with all of you. 18 So you
too should be glad and rejoice with me.
‚
. z

Timothy and Epaphroditus

19l hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon, that I also may

be cheered when I receive news about you. 201 have n0 one else like him,

who will show genuine concern for your welfare. 21For everyone looks
out for their own interests, not those of Iesus Christi 22 But youknow
that Timothy has proved himself, because as a son with his father he
has served with mein the work ofthe gospel. 23l hope, therefore, t0 send
him as soon as I see how things go with me. 24And I am confident in the

Lord that I myselfw111 come soon.

‚ 25But I think it is necessary t0 send back to you Epaphroditus‚my

brother, co-worker and fellow soldier, who is also your messenger,
whom you sent to take care of my needs. 26For he longs for all of you
and is distressed because you heard he was ill. 27Indeed he was ill, and
almost died. But God had mercy on him, and-not on him only but also
on me, to spare me sorrow upon sorrow. 28Therefore I am all the more
eager t0 send him, so that when you see him again you may be glad and

I may have less anxiety. 29 So then, welcome him in the Lord withgreat
joy,
and honor people like him, 3°because he almost died for the work
Philippians
of Christ. He risked his life t0 make up for the
you yourselves could
help
not give me.
No ConfidenceIn the Flesh
Further, my brothers and sisters, rejoice in the Lord! It'lS n0 trouble
for me t0 write the same things to you again, and it is a safeguard
for you. 2Watch out for those dogs, those evildoers, those mutilators of
a 15 Deut. 32:5
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the flesh. 3For it is we who are the circumcision, we who serve God by
his Spirit, who boast in Christ Iesus, and who put no confidence in the

flesh— 4though I myself have reasons for such confidence.
If someone else thinks they have reasons to put confidence in the

ﬂesh, Ihave more: 5circumcised on the eighth day, of the people ofIs-

rael, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the
law, a Pharisee; 6 as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for
righteousness
based on the law, faultless.

7But whatever were gains t0 me I now consider loss for the sake of

Christ. BWhat is rnore, I consider everything a loss because of the sur-

passing worth of knowing Christ Iesus my Lord, for whose sake I have

lost all things. I consider them garbdge, that I may gain Christ 9and be
found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes froin the

law, but that which is through faith ina Christ— the righte'ouSness that
comes from God on the basis of faith. 1IÜI want to know Christ—yes, to

know the power of his resurrection and participation in his sufferings,
becoming like him in his death, lland so, somehow, attaining to the

resurrection from the dead.
12Notthat1have already obtained all this, or have‘ already arrived at
my goal, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Iesus took
hold of nie. 13Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have
taken hold ofit. But one thingI d0: Forgetting whatIS behind and straining toward what'13 ahead, 14l press on toward the goal to win the prize
for which God has called me heave'nward1n
Christ Iesris.
Fo/Iowing Paul’5 Examp/e
*15All of us, then, who are mature should take such a view of things.

And if on some point you think differently,‘ that too God will make clear
t0 you. 16 Only let us live up to what we have already attaihed. ‚
.
17 Ioin together in following my example, brothers and sisters, and just
as you have us as a model, keep your eyes on those who live as we d0.

18For‚ as I have often toldyou before and now tell you again everi with
tears, many live as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomac‘h, and their glory is in their shame.
Their mind is set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heaven.

And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21Who,
by the power that enables him t0 bring everything under his control, will

transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.

Closing Appeal for Steadfastness and Unity

Therefore, my brothers and sisters, you whom I love and long f0r, mv

4 joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, dear friends!

‘

2I plead with Euodia and I plead with Syntyche t0 be of the same mind
in the Lord. 3Yes, and I ask you, my true companion, help these wornen

a 9 Or through thefaithfulness of
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ofworkdone by others. Our-hope is 1hat, as your faith continues t0 grow,

2 Corinthians
our
sphere of activity among you will greatly expand‚116so that we can

preach the gospel in the regions beyond you. For we do not want t0 boast
about work already done in someone else’s territory. 17 But, "Let the one
who boasts boast-in the Lord."a 18For it is not the one who commends
himself who is approved, but the one whom the Lord commends.
Paul and the Fa Ise Apostles
I hope you will put up with 111e in a little foolishness. Yes, please
put up with me! 2I am 1ealous for you with a godly jealousy. I
1
promised you t0 one husband, to Christ, so that I might present you as a
pure virgin to him. 3But I am afraid that just as Eve was .deceived by the
serpent's cunning, your minds may. somehow be led astray from your
sincere and pure devotion t0 Christ. 4For if someone comes to you and
preaches a Jesus 0ther than the Iesus we preached, or if you receive a

different spirit from the Spirit you rece‘ived, or a different gospel from
the one you accepted you put up with it easily enough.
51 do not thlnk I am in the least inferior to those super-apostles;”b
ßI rnay indeed be untrained as a speaker, but I do have knowledge. We
have made this perfectly clear to you in every way. 7Was it a sin for me
t0 lower myself in order to elevate you by preaching the gospel of God t0
you free of Charge? BI robbed 0ther churches by receiving support from
thern so as to serve you. 9And when I was with you and needed something, I was not a burden to anyone, for the brothers who came from
Macedonia supplied what I needed. I have kept myself from being a bur-

den to you in any way, and will continue to do so. 10As surely as the truth
of Christ is in me, nobody in the-regions ofAchaia will stop this boasting
of mine. 11 Why? Because I do not love you? God knows I do!

12And I will keep on doing whatI am doing in order t0 cut the ground
from under those who want an opportunity to be considered equal with

us in the‘things they’boast about. 13 For such people are false apostles,
deceitful workers, masquerading as apostles of Christ. l4And no wonde‘r,
for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light. 15 It is not surprising,
then,ifhis servants also masquerade as servants ofrighteousness. Their

end will be what their actions deserve.
Paul Boasts About His Sufferings

1

161 repeat: Let_ no one take m_e for a fool. Butif you do, then tolerate

me ju'st as you would a fool, so that I may d0 a little boasting. .17 In this
self-confident boasting I am not talking asthe Lord would, but as a fooI.
18 Since many are boasting in the way the world does, I too will boast.
19 You gladly put up withifools Since you are so wise! 2.0 In fact, you even

put up with anyone who enslaves you or exploits you or takes advantage
ofyou or puts on airs or slaps you in the face. 21 To myvshame I admitthat
we were too weak for that!
a 17 Ier. 9:24

b 5 Or t0 the masteminent apostles
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Whatever anyone else dares to boast about—I am speaking as a
fool—I also dare to boast about. 22Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they
Israelites? So am I. Are they Abraham’s descendants? So am I. 23Are they
servants of Christ? (I am out of my mind to talk like this.) I am more. I
have worked much harder, been in prison more frequently, been flogged
more severely, and been exposed t0 death again and again. 24Five times

I received from the Iews the forty lashes minus one. 25 Three times I

was beaten with rods, once I was pelted with stones, three times I was
shipwrecked, I spent a nightv and a day in the open sea, 261 have‘been
constantly on the move. I have been in danger from rivers, in danger
from bandits, in danger from my fellow Iews, in danger from Gentiles;

in danger in the City, in danger in the country, in danger at sea; and in
danger from false believers. 27l have labored and toiled and have ofte'n
gone without sleep; I have known hunger and thirst and have often gone

without food; I have been cold and naked. 28Besides everything else,

I face daily the pressure of my concern for all the churches. 29Who is

weak, and I d0 not feel weak? Who is led into sin, and I d0 not inwardly

burn?
301fI must boast, Iwill boast of the things that show my weakness.
31 The God and Father of the Lord Iesus, who is to be praised forever,
knows thatI am not lying. 32In Damascus the governor under King Aretas had the city ofthe Damascenes guarded in order to arrest me. 33 But
I was lowered in a basket from a window in the wall and slipped through
his hands.
Paul’s Vision and His Thorn
I must go on boasting. Although there is nothing to be gained,

1 2 I will go on to Visions and revelations from the Lord. 21 know a
man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heav-‚

en. Whether it was in the body or out of the bodyI do not know— God
knows. 3And I know that this man—whether in the body or apart from
the body I d0 not know, but God-knows— 4was caught up t0 paradise
and heard ineXpressible things, things that n0 one is permitted to tell. 5I

will boast about a man like that, but I will not boast about myself, except
about my weaknesses. 6Even if I should choose to boast, I would not be

a fool, because I would be speaking the truth. But I refrain, so no one
will think more of me than is warranted by whatI do or say, 7 or because

of these surpassingly great revelations. Therefore, in order t0 keep me
from becoming conceited, I was given a thorn in my flesh, a messenger

of Satan, to torment me. 8Three times I pleaded with the Lord totake
it away from me. 9But he said t0 me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for
my power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore I will boast all the
more gladly about my weaknesses. so that Christ's power may rest o'n
me. 10That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults,
in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then
I am strong.
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Paul’5 Concern for the 'Corinthians '-

.

111 havemade a fool of-mySelf, but you drove'me t0 it. I ought t0 have
been commended by you, for I am not in the least inferior t0 the‘ "superapostles‚”a even though I am nothing; #121 pe'rse‘vered in demonstrating

„
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among you the marks of a true apostle, including signs, wonders and
miracles. 13 How were you inferior to the 0ther churches,
that I
except

was never a burden to you? Forgive me this wrong!
14N0w I am ready t0 visit you for the third time, and I will not b'e a
burden t0 you, because what I want is not yoür possessions but‘you.‘ After all, children should not have t0 save up for their parents, but parents
for their children. 15 So I will vety gladly spend for you ever'ythin‘g I have
and expend myself as well IfI love you m0re, will you love me less? 15Be
that as it may, I have not beena burden t0 you. Yet, crafty fellow that I
am, I caught you by trickei'y! l7Did I exploit you through any of the men
I sent t0 you? 181 urged Titus to go t0 you and I sent our brother with him.
Titus did not exploit you, did he? Did we not walk in the same footsteps
by the same Spirit?
19Have you been thinking all along that we have been defending ourselves t0 you? We have been speaking in the sight of God as those in
Christ; and everything we do, dear friends, is for your strengthening.
20For I am afraid that when I come I may not find you as I want you to
be, and you may not find me as you want me t0 be. I fear that there may
be discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, slander, gossip, arrogance and disorder. 211 am afraid that when I come again my God will
humble me before you, and I will be grieved over many who have sinned
earlier and have not repented of the impurity, sexual sin and debauch—
ery in which they have indulged.
Final Warnings
This will be my third visit t0 you. “Every matter must be estab1 3 lished by the testimony of two or three witnesses."b 2I already
gave you a warning when I was with you the second time. I now repeat
it while absent: On my return I will not spare those who sinned earlier or any of the others, 3since you are demanding proof that Christ is
speaking through me. He is not weak in dealing with you, but is pow—

erful among you. 4For to be sure, he was crucified in weakness, yet he
lives by God’s power. Likewise, we are weak in him, yet by God’s power
we will live with him in our dealing with you.
5Examine yourselves t0 see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. D0 you not realize that Christ Iesus is in you — unless, of course,

you fail the test? 6And I trust that you will discover that we have not
failed the test. 7Now we pray to God that you will not do anything
wrong— not so that people will see that we have stood the test but so
that you will d0 what is right even though we may seem t0 have failed.
8F01 we cannot d0 anything against the truth, but only for the truth.
a 11 01: the most eminentapostles

b 1 Deut. 19:15

GALATIANS
Paul, an apostle % sent not from men nor by a man, but by Jesus

Christ and God the Father, who raised’ him from the dead— 2and

all the brothers and sistersa with me, .
T0 the churches in Galatia:

3Grace and peace t0 you from God our Father _and the Lord Jesus
Christ, 4who gave himselffor our sins t0 rescue us from the presentevil
age, according t0 the will of our God and Father, 5to whom be glory for
ever and ever. Amen.

.

No Other Cospe/
6I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one‘ who called
you t0 live'_1n the grace of Christ and are turning t0 a different gospel —
7which is really n0 gospel at all. Evidently some people are throwing you
into confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of Christ. 8But even

1fwe or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one

wepreached to you, let them be under God's curse! 9As we have already

said, so nowI say again: If anybody'1s preaching to you a gospelother
than what you accepted, let them be under God's curse!
10Am I now trying to _win the approval of human beings, or of God?
Or am I trying t0 please people? If I were still trying to please people,I
would not be a servant of Christ.

Paul Ca/led by God
111 want you t0 know, brothers and sisters, that the gospel I preached

is not of human origin. 121 did not receive it from any.man, nor
i was I

taught it; rather, I received it by revelation from Jesus Christ.

13 For you have heard Of my previous way of life in Judaism, how in—
tensely I persecuted the church of God and tried t0destroy it.14Iw_as ad.—
vancing in Judaism beyond many of my own age among my people and
was extremely zealous for the traditions of my fathers. 15 But when God,
who set me apart from my mother’s womb and called me by his grace,
was pleased 16 t0 reveal his Son1n me so that I might preach him among
the Gentiles, my immediate responsewas not t0 consult any human be—
ing. 171 did not go up t0 Jerusalem t0 see those who were apostles before
I was, but I went into Arabia. Later I returned toDamascus. „ ‚

„ l_fi'Then afterthree years, I went up to Jerusalem to get acquainted

with Cephasb and stayed with him fifteen days. 19l saw none of the 0ther apostles — only James, the Lord’s brother. 201 assure you before God
that what I am writing you is n0 lie.
21 Then I went t0 Syria and Cilicia. 22I was personally unknown t0 the
a 2 The Greek word for brothers and sisters (adelphoi) refers here to believers, both men
and women, as part ofGod’s family; also1nverse 11; andIn 3:15; 4:12, 28, 31; 5:11,13; 621,18.
b 18 That'1s, Peter
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churches of Iudea that are in Christ. 23 They only heard the report: ”The
man who formerly persecuted us is now preaching the faith he once
tried t0 destroy. ” 24And they praised God because of‘me.
Paul Accepted by the Apost/es
Then after fourteen years, I went up again to Ierusaleni, this tirne

with Barnabas. I took Titus along also. 21 went'1n response ‚t0 a rev—
elation and, meeting privately withrthose esteemed as leaders, I pre—

sented t0 them the gospel that I preach among the Gentiles. I wanted

t0 be sure Iwas not running and had not been running my race in .vain.

3Yet not even Titus, who was with me, was compelled t0 be circurncised,
even though he was a Greek. 4This matter arose because some false be—

lievers had infiltrated our ranks t0 spy on the freedom we have in Christ
Iesus and to make us slaves. 5We did not give in to them for a moment,

so that the truth of the gospel might be preserved for you.
6As for those who were held in high esteem—whatever they were

makes n0 difference t0 me; God does not show favoritism —they added

nothing to my message. 70n the contrary, they-recognized that I had
been entrusted with the task of preaching the gospel to the uncircum-

cised,a just as Peter had been to the circumcisedﬁ 8For God, who was at

work in Peter as an apostle to the circumcised, was also at work in me as
an apostle to the Gentiles. 9lames‚ CephasC and Iohn, those esteemed
as pillars, gave me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship when
they recognized the grace given to me. They agreed that we should go

t0 the Gentiles, and they t0 the circumcised.10All they asked was that
the very thing I had been
we should continue t0 remember the
poor,
eager t0 d0 all along.
Paul Opposes Cephas
. 11When Cephas came t0 Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because
he stood condemned.12F0r before certain men came from James, he

used to eat with the Gentiles. But when they arrived, he began t0 draw

back and separate himself from the Gentiles because he was afraid of
those who belonged t0 the circumcision group. 13 The other Iews joined

him in his hypocrisy, so that by their hypocrisy even Barnabas was led
astray.
14When I saW that they were not acting in line with the truth of the
gospel, I said t0 Cephas in front of them all, “You are a Iew, yet you live

like a Gentile and not like a Iew. How is it, then, that you force Gentiles
t0 follow Iewish customs?

15 ”We who are Iews by birth and not sinful Gentiles 16know that a person is not justified by the works of the law, but by faith in Iesus Christ.
So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Iesus that we may be justified by

a 7 Thatis, Gentiles
verses 11 and l4

b 7 Thatis, Iews; also in verses 8 and 9

C 9 Thatis, Peter; also in

